
Unit One 
The First Era



Dear Parents, Teachers, and Friends, 

We hope you enjoy these educational materials. They are not meant to replace 
a visit to our museum, but to allow everyone access to some of Decatur’s most 
important stories. Here you’ll find Mr. A. E. Staley’s personal history; where he 
was born, how he started his company and came to Decatur, and everything in 
between. We encourage you to come visit the museum to gain the full scope of 
Staley history as well, as it is continuously growing and evolving as we research year 
after year.

These materials will always be free of charge, and we encourage you to tailor them 
to your own needs. For further research, consider taking a look through our Staley 
Journal archives on our website. The journals are an excellent resource to taking a 
look at Staley and Decatur history through the ages. And as always, we are available 
if you have further questions. 

Contact us by telephone at 217-422-1212 or by email at info@staleymuseum.com

Thank you for your continued support and patronage, 

	 The Staley Museum
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Chapter 1 - Who Was Mr. Staley?

Photograph of young Gene Staley & his family. 
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Photograph of young Gene Staley
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Photograph of Royal Baking Powder, one of the 
many products that young Gene Staley would 
have sold during his time as a travelling salesman. 

Photograph of Emma Staley, A. E. “Gene” Staley’s 
wife at their Florida Estate.
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Chapter 1 - Quiz and Critical Thinking Questions

Quiz
1. What was Gene Staley’s birthday?
2. Where did Gene Staley meet Emma?
3. Where did young Gene Staley first learn about soybeans?
4. What are some of the products Gene Staley sold as a travelling salesman?
5. What career path did William Staley hope his son would take?

Critical Thinking Questions
1. How might Gene Staley’s lack of formal education challenge his career goals? 
Similarly, how might it have benefited him? 

Vocabulary and Key Words/Phrases
•	 Plug Tobacco - a piece of tobacco, cut from a larger cake, meant for chewing
•	 Missionaries - a person sent on a religious mission, especially one sent to 

promote Christianity in foreign countries. 
•	 Northern Pacific Railway - a transcontinental railroad that crossed the Norther 

tier of the Western part of the United States, from Minnestoa to Washington. 

Answers are provided at the end of each unit. 
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Chapter 2 - Creating the Staley Mfg. Co.
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Photograph of the Great Baltimore Fire.
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C. J. Schuster, employed by Mr. Staley in 1903.

W. S. Pritchard, Mr. Staley’s first employee.
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Chapter 2 - Quiz and Critical Thinking Questions

Quiz
1. What was Mr. Staley’s first product?
2. How many employees did Mr. Staley hire when he first started business?
3. What disaster occured shortly after Mr. Staley started business in Baltimore?
4. Why did Mr. Staley purchase the plant in Decatur, Illinois?
5. What was the biggest difficulty Mr. Staley faced when starting his company in 
Decatur, IL?

Critical Thinking Questions
1. Why would Decatur citizens be wary of a new company like Staley’s coming to 
town?
2. What does it say about Mr. Staley’s personality, that he was able to overcome so 
many challenges early on in his business career? 

Vocabulary and Key Words/Phrases
•	  Starch - a powder or spray used before ironing to stiffen fabric or clothing, 

also an odorless, tasteless white substance obtained chiefly from cereals and 
potatoes.

•	 Incorporated - formed into a legal corporation or company.
•	 Stock - captial raised by a business from the issue and subscription of shares.
•	 Payroll - a list of a company’s employees and the amount of money they are to 

be paid.
•	 Great Depression - a long and severe recession in an economy or market, 

typically in reference to that of 1929 to 1939. 
•	 Superintendent - a person who manages an organization or activity.
•	 Manufacturing - the making of items on a large scale using machinery.
•	 Refinance - to finance something, again, typically with a lower rate of interest. 
•	 Tumultuous -  confused, disorderly, uproarious. 

Answers are provided at the end of each unit. 
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Chapter 3 - Mr. Staley’s Prolific Decade

Photograph of the finished Staley Pump House

Photograph of early construction of the Staley Pump House
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Photograph of the Staley Pump House on Lake Decatur
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Photograph of the Staley Plant before the viaduct was built
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Aerial photograph of the Staley Viaduct

North-facing photograph of the newly built Staley Viaduct

View of the viaduct from the office building
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Mr. Staley in front of the Staley Office Building during construction

Lights on the Staley Office Building

19



Model of the Staley Office Building
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Chapter 3 - Quiz and Critical Thinking Questions

Quiz
1. How tall is the Office Building?
2. What group used the Staley Pump House as their headquarters?
3. How much water could the pump house transport in 24 hours?
4. How many lanes of traffic made up the original Staley Viaduct?
5. What river was used for obtaining water prior to the lake being built?

Critical Thinking Questions
1. Why would Mr. Staley allow the pump house to be utilized as a club house 
headquarters? What did he stand to gain from this decision?
2. How did the creation of these structures solidify Staley’s reputation in Decatur?

Vocabulary and Key Words/Phrases
•	  Fellowship - a friendly association with people who share one’s interests.
•	 Dam - a barrier to hold back water and raise its level forming a resevoir for 

electricity or water supply. 
•	 Refinery - a factory where substances in their natural state, such as oil or sugar, 

are made pure.
•	 Innovate - to introduct changes and new ideas.
•	 Viaduct - a long, high bridge, usually held up by many arches. 
•	 Administration - the arrangements and tasks needed to control the operation of 

a plan or organization. 

Answers are provided at the end of each unit. 
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Chapter 4 - Pioneering the Soybean
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Interior of the Soil & Soybean Special

Advertisement for Soil & Soybean Special’s arrival
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Red dots indication stops made by the Soil & Soybean Special in Illinois
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Staley workers filling grain bags with soybean products
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Staley educational publication on soybeans
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Chapter 4 - Quiz and Critical Thinking Questions

Quiz
1. Before coming to the USA, where were soybeans primarily found?
2. Name 5 uses for soybeans.
3. What was the name of Mr. Staley’s train car that educated the public on 
soybeans?
4. What year did Mr. Staley first start processing soybeans?
5. Before Mr. Staley created the market and began processing, what were soybeans 
primarily used for in the United States?

Critical Thinking Questions
1. Why are soybeans a beneficial crop for the Midwest?
2. When and why were soybeans more profitable for the company at various 
times?

Vocabulary and Key Words/Phrases
•	  Trifoliolate - having three leaflets
•	 Pamphlet - an unbound printed publication with no cover or with a paper cover. 
•	 Profit Margin - the difference between the cost of buying or making something 

and the price at which it is sold. 
•	 Fructose - a crystalline sugar sweeter and more soluble than glucose.
•	 High Fructose Corn Syrup - a modified corn syrup that has an increased 

amount of fructose made from the enzymatic conversion of glucose and that is 
widely used as a sweetener. 

•	 Solvent - usually a liquid substance capable of dissolving or dispersing one or 
more other substances. 

•	 Expelling - to force out
•	 Extracting - to treat with a solvent so as to remove a soluble substance
•	 Extol - to praise hightly
•	 Tilth - cultivated land

Answers are provided at the end of each unit. 
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Chapter 5 - Football in Decatur
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Staley Football Team 1919
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Young George Halas
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Chapter 5 - Quiz and Critical Thinking Questions

Quiz
1. What team wanted a rematch with the Staley’s despite having already lost?
2. What color uniforms did the football players wear?
3. Why did Staley employees get upset with the football players and Mr. Staley?
4. Where did George Halas go to college?
5. Where was Staley Field located?

Critical Thinking Questions
1. Why do you think Mr. Staley decided to sell his portion of ownership over the 
team?
2. How did the team benefit from being in Chicago?

Vocabulary and Key Words/Phrases
•	 Industrial - used in or developed for use in industry. 
•	 Proposition - something offered for consideration or acceptance.
•	 Dissention - disagreement
•	 Morale - the mental and emotional condition of an individual or group with 

regard to the function or tasks at hand. 

Answers are provided at the end of each unit. 

END OF UNIT ONE
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End of Unit Answers

Answers to quiz questions can be found in the chapters above.Where 
necessary, multiple answers have been provided.  

Critical thinking answers have been summarized and are meant to 
encourage thinking more so than providing the “right” answer. In many 
cases, multiple answers can be correct or the question can be answered 
with your own opinion!

***                                          

Chapter 1 Answers
Quiz
1. February 25, 1867
2. Chicago Il/Piano Recital
3. Christian Missionaries
4. Tea, coffee, spices, plug tobacco, baking powder
5. Minister

Critical Thinking
1. Because he lacked a formal education, Gene Staley had to rely on his “street 
smarts” and his people personality to achieve his goals. He had to have the 
strength of determination to learn on his own, make mistakes, and move forward 
even still. 

Chapter 2 Answers
Quiz
1. Starch/Cream Corn Starch
2. 2 Possible Answers: Just himself, or 2 employees shortly after he began
3. The Great Baltimore Fire
4. He needed to mill his own corn, have his own factory.
5. Financial/Money
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Chapter 2 Continued...
Critical Thinking
1. Past businesses had come and gone, leaving Decatur residents without work and 
wary of the long term success of businesses running the plant. 
2. He was very determined, constantly involved with his business and learning. 

Chapter 3 Answers
Quiz
1. 206 feet, 14 stories
2. The Staley Fellowship Club
3. 12,000,000 gallons (at first)
4. 2 Lanes
5. Sangamon River

Critical Thinking
1. Friendships between employees and gatherings/entertainment approved by and 
funded by the company made for happy employees. Happy employees who were 
friends with their coworkers make for good employees who work hard. 
2. They showed that Gene Staley cared about Decatur, and that he was here to 
stay. 

Chapter 4 Answers
Quiz
1. Asia
2. Any uses from the graph on page 27.
3. Soil and Soybean Special
4. 1922	
5. Animal Food

Critical Thinking
1. They are benefitial to our soil; what corn takes out while growing, soybeans 
replace, thus keeping our soil fertile. 
2. WW1 and WW2 meant that many corn products were sent overseas to the 
front lines, citizens at home had to make do without or switch to other products, 
like soy. 

End of Unit Answers Continued
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Chapter 5 Answers
Quiz
1. Arcola
2. Red & tan, or blue & orange
3. They made more money, and practiced on company time
4. University of Illinois
5. On plant grounds

Critical Thinking
1. It was outgrowing Staley field, employees were getting upset, and he cared most 
for his company that he had created from the ground up. 
2. The playing field could seat more fans, thus selling more tickets and being more 
profitable.

End of Unit Answers Continued


